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INTERNATIONAL HUMIC SUBSTANCES SOCIETY 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Number 54                                                                  4th Quarter 2017 

 

Dear members of the IHSS, dear colleagues and friends, 

It is my great pleasure to send you the new edition of the Newsletter. There is plenty of 

new information about recent and upcoming events and other new issues, which I want to 

share with you. 

Before starting, I inform you with great sadness of the passing of two colleagues, members 

of our society and good friends: Professor Cornelius Steelink has passed away on 

November 12, 2016; Dr. George Aiken has passed away on December 7, 2016. Cornelius 

Steelink was a pioneer in the application of analytical and spectroscopical tools on humic 

substances, such as ESR- or EPR spectroscopy. George Aiken has spent the past 35 

years investigating NOM`s structure and reactivity. He was one of the young scientists 

who was involved in the establishment of the reference and standard substances. They 

have advanced the knowledge of many different aspects of humic substances and natural 

organic material in aqueous and soil material. Our memory about Cornelius Steelink and 
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George Aiken will be kept forever in the hearts of their friends, colleagues and all the 

people who have known them. 

I hope that you have already had the time to have a look at our webpage 

(http://www.humic-substances.org) and test the new opportunities of the new internet-

platform. We would be happy if you could give us some information and respond in case 

you have any problems accessing the webpage and the platform. In this context, I would 

like to thank very much our webmaster Claudio Zacconne who worked hard to get the new 

system running. The additional efforts of Teddy Miano and Paul Bloom are also greatly 

appreciated. 

The replenishment of fulvic and humic acid from the Suwannee River in southeastern 

Georgia is almost finished. Our treasurer Ray Hozalski, and the chair of the sampling 

committee, Paul Bloom, together with a post-doctoral researcher (Sofia Oufqir) and a team 

of undergraduate students worked hard to complete the in-lab pocessing and to freeze dry 

the final 1000 L of concentrate.  

This year, IHSS has awarded 10 young reseachers out of 16 applications with the IHSS 

Training Award. This program, which started in 2005 is announced each second year. 

Many thanks to the Award Committee, consisting of Yiannis Deligiannakis, Deborah Dick 

and Irina Perminova, which was chaired by the IHSS President. 

The IHSS Young Investigator Research Award has been announced early this year for the 

second time. The evaluation process (we have 8 candidates) by the committee and the 

external reviewers is not completed yet. The decision will be announcend soon. 

Another relevant topic is the organization of the 19th IHSS Meeting in Bulgaria in 2018. The 

meeting will take place from September 16 to 21, in the Albena Resort at the Black Sea, 

near Varna. The host, Prof. Ekaterina Filcheva, and her group are in contact with the 

board of directors and work hard for organizing the meeting. “Humic Substances and their 

Contribution to Climate Change Mitigation” will be addressed as a special topic in the 

conference. Very soon you will get more detailed information.  

In addition, we are very pleased to announce that young researches will have the 

opportunity to apply for the IHSS Travel Award 2018 to attend the meeting. We invite all 

interested young researchers to have a look at the announcement, which is published in 

this newsletter, and on our webpage.  

The next elections will be held early next year. The positions of the Vice President and one 

Board Member of the Society have to be renewed. Mike Perdue, Past President, and Irina 
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Perminova, Board Member, will leave the board of directors after six and eight years, 

respectively. According to the bylaws, the Elections Nominations Committee has four 

members in total, and the board of directors has nominated two new members this year. 

Many thanks to Prof. Mónica P. Antilén (Chile), Prof. Claudio Ciavatta (Italy), Prof. Seiya 

Nagao (Japan), and Prof. Fernando L. Rosario-Ortiz (USA) for their willingness to serve on 

the Nominations Committee. Prof. Rosario-Ortiz will be the chairperson. As done during 

the last years, online voting will be performed. On the following pages you can read the 

detailed announcement of the upcoming elections. 

The board members had the annual board meeting in May 2017. You can read a summary 

of the most important ongoing issues and decisions in the report following on the next 

pages. 

This year the IHSS has supported or will support several conferences organized by the 

National chapters (Italy, Poland, Chile, Brazil, and Russia); you can read more details in 

this issue. In addition, other meetings closely related with the topics of our society (16th 

International Conference on Chemistry and the Environment in 2017, Oslo, Norway; 

SETAC – Australasia Conference 2017) have been supported (see the reports in this 

issue). It is our aim to increase the visibility of the IHSS and to attract researcher to join 

our society. 

Soon, we will start the collection for the dues of the upcoming year 2018. By this, you will 

receive a letter via email with all the details for renewal. According to our lists, the number 

of members paying of the membership fees for the year 2017 was very low, and we are 

very concerned about the present situation. We urgently ask you to renew for the 

upcoming year, and to contact us if there are any problems with registration or with 

payment. 

Thank you for your active participation and your effort to forward the ideas of the 

International Humic Substances Society. I am looking forward to hearing from you, 

 

With my best regards, 

Gudrun Abbt-Braun 

President of the IHSS 
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BOARD ACTIVITIES 

 

Board Meeting in Wroclaw, Poland 

The Board of Directors of IHSS held a board meeting during May 26-28, 2017 in Wroclaw, 

Poland, where several pending issues were discussed. 

  

Wroclaw city hall. One of the approximately 300 dwarfs, which 

can be found all over Wroclaw. This one is in 

front of the University entrance.  

 

Sampling collection 

Paul Bloom, chairman of the Collection Committee presented a detailed report concerning 

annual sales for the year 2016. The net income of sales showed a large decrease during 
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the last year, which was mainly because we ran out of some products and the high costs 

involved in the last sampling trip. However, the preparation of Elliott Soil FA, performed by 

Maria DeNobili and the HA and FA extracts from Suwannee River are in process. The 

Nordic NOM is running out and will not be replaced. It was further decided that a backup 

amount of approximately 2 g of each sample (if possible) should be hold and stored.  

Financial report 

The treasurer presented the report by showing the detailed assets from 2011 to 2016. For 

the first time the assets decreased. However, the society still has a good financial 

standing. 

Membership report 

Until to the board meeting in May, only 261 members were registered. The low number of 

members is best explained with the introduction of the new webpage and the fact that 

many members were not aware of the need to register or had problems with the use of the 

new webpage. The Board decided to send several reminders since only registered 

members can participate at the next election. 

Report on the Young Investigator Research Grant 

For 2017 the call of the Young Investigator Research Grant, eight applications have been 

submitted. For each submission, two external reviewers were selected to participate in the 

reviewer committee. The evaluation process will terminate within the upcoming weeks.  

IHSS-Flyer 

Since a couple of months, the new IHSS-Flyer is available. A copy is attached at the 

present newsletter, but it can also be downloaded from our webpage (http://www.humic-

substances.org) and used for advertising our Society at various meetings or distribute it 

among those which are interested. 

Heike Knicker 

IHSS secretary 

 

http://www.humic-substances.org/
http://www.humic-substances.org/
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IN MEMORIAM:  

PROFESSOR EMERITUS CORNELIUS STEELINK (1922-2016) 

 

I am deeply sad to announce to the 

Humic Substances Community that 

Professor Emeritus Cornelius Steelink 

passed away in Los Angeles on 

November 12, 2016, at the age of 94, 

following heart surgery. Cornelius - 

"Corny" - Steelink was Professor 

Emeritus in the Department of Chemistry 

and Biochemistry at the University of 

Arizona, and a lifelong advocate for civil 

and individual rights.    

 

Born October 1, 1922, in Los Angeles, Steelink was the son of immigrants, his mother 

was Russian and his father was Dutch, and both were ardent activists in the labor 

movement of the early 1920s. Cornelius was a conscientious objector during World War 

II, and was sent to a service camp in the California Mountains that was run by the 

American Friends Service Committee, where he built roads, fought forest fires and filled in 

for men who were drafted in the war. In 1948, he met Jean Wiley on a civil rights picket 

line in Los Angeles, and they married a year later. In 1959, he was one of the founders of 

the Arizona Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Two years after 

Cornelius wife’s death, in 2001, Steelink married Joanne Whittington, by whom he is 

survived, together with his two daughters, granddaughter, husbands and stepchildren.  

Cornelius received a B.S. in chemistry, at Cal Tech, in 1944; an M.S. in chemistry at 

U.S.C. in 1950; and a Ph.D. in chemistry at U.C.L.A., in 1956. In 1957 Cornelius became 

an assistant professor of chemistry at the University of Arizona in Tucson where he made 

all his successful academic career teaching and conducting research into innovative uses 

of natural products from 1957-1989, during which he also served as Chair of the Faculty. 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ucla/?personid=183491619&affiliateID=1450
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Cornelius retired in 1993 and he was Professor Emeritus at the University of Arizona from 

1989 until his death. Among other research work, He conducted innovative and 

instrumental research in the field of chemistry and physical chemistry of humic 

substances, which have inspired generation of scientists in this field. In particular, he 

pioneered the use of electron spin (paramagnetic) resonance (ESR or EPR) spectroscopy 

to investigate the presence, characterization and reactivity of organic free radicals in humic 

substances. I had the honor to meet him personally in his office and university in the early 

1980s and coauthor with him a book chapter on “Application of ESR spectroscopy to the 

study of humic substances” published in 1989. Besides being an illuminated scientist and 

inspiring teacher, Corny had a great sense of humor and was always generous and very 

perceptive of people's rights, always acting as a peaceful protester.  

See more at: 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tucson/obituary.aspx?pid=183491619#sthash.x0nAZIsg.

dpuf 

Nicola Senesi 

Bari, Italy 

 

IHSS TRAINING AWARDS 2017 

 

Report on the IHSS Training Awards 2017 

This year, IHSS could award 10 young researches out of 16 applicants with the IHSS 

Training Award which started in 2005 and is announced each second year.  

In total, 16 applications were submitted from 10 countries:  

Australia, Brazil (2), China (2), Czech Republic, Italy (3), Nigeria (2), Spain, Morocco, 

Turkey, and USA (2). Applications were given a score by each member of the committee 

according to the following general guidelines: 

 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tucson/obituary.aspx?pid=183491619#sthash.x0nAZIsg.dpuf
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tucson/obituary.aspx?pid=183491619#sthash.x0nAZIsg.dpuf
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a) proposal quality (0 to 12), 

b) IHSS membership of the applicant, home supervisor and host supervisor (0 to 

3).  

After evaluation and discussion, the IHSS Board of Directors agreed to give funding to 10 

applicants (further details in the table). The applicants had a score between 10.8 and 14 

(max. 15). The commission suggested to fund in total about 39 000 USD.  

We will keep you informed about the ongoing work of the young researches in the next 

newsletters. Therefore, the winners of the training award have been asked to submit a 

technical short report suitable for publication in the IHSS Newsletter.  

Many thanks to the Award Committee, consisting of Yiannis Deligiannakis, Deborah Dick 

and Irina Perminova, and which was chaired by the IHSS President for the reviewing work. 

 

Gudrun Abbt-Braun 

President of the IHSS  
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Winners of the Training Award 2017 

IHSS 
Training 
Award 2017 
winners 

Name of  Home 
Institution 

Name of 
Supervisor 

Name of Host 
Institution 

Name of 
Host 

Adebola, 
Samuel Idowu 

Inst. of Ecology and 
Environmental Studies, 

Obafemi Awolowo 
University of Ile-Ie, 

Nigeria 

O. O. 
Awotoye 

IRNAS-CSIC, Seville, 
Spain 

H. Knicker 

Calderin 
Garcia, 
Andres 

Institute of Agronomy, 
Federal Rural University 
of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

R. L. L. 
Berbara 

Dep. of Environ.l 
Biology, Universidad de 

Navarra, Spain 

J. M. 
García-Mina 

de Hita, David 

Department 
Environmental Biology, 
University of Navarra,  

Spain 

J. M. García-
Mina 

Dep. of Plant, Soil and 
Microbial Sciences, 

Michigan State 
University, USA 

J. Cole 

Fashina, 
Bidemi 

Department of Soil and 
Crop Sciences, Texas 
A&M University,  USA 

Y. Deng 

Inst. of Chemistry and 
Technology of 

Environmental, Brno 
University of 

Technology, Czech 
Republic 

J. Kučerík 

Fischer, 
Sarah 

Department of Civil & 
Environmental 

Engineering,  University 
of Maryland, USA 

A. Torrents 

Department of Soil, 
Water and 

Environmental Science, 
University of Arizona, 

USA 

J. Chorover 

Gomes 
Rossin, Bruna 

Inst. of Geoscience, 
State University Paulista 
Julio de Mesquita Filho, 

Brazil 

N. R. do 
Nascimento 

Laboratoire PROTEE, 
Université de Toulon, 

France 
S. Mounier 

Lastuvkova, 
Marcela 

Faculty of Chemistry, 
Brno University of 

Technology, Czech 
Republic 

M. Klucakova 

School of Chemistry at 
Monash University, 
Faculty of Science, 
Monash University, 

Australia 

A. Patti 

Luo, Yu 

College of 
Environmental & Res. 

Sciences, Zheijang 
University, China 

J. P. Brooks, 
J. Xu 

Department of Soil 
Science, Georg-August 
University Göttingen, 

Germany 

Y. Kuzyakov 

Ogunseiju, 
Julianah 

Dep. of Soil Science and 
Land Resources 

Management, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, 

Nigeria 

O. O. 
Adesanwo 

IRNAS-CSIC, Seville, 
Spain 

J. A. 
González-

Pérez 

Saha, Biplob 
Kumar 

School of Chemistry, 
Monash University, 

Australia 
A. Patti 

Centro 
Interdipartimentale di 

Ricerca sulla 
Risonanza Magnetica 

Nucleare per 
l'Ambiente, Italy 

A. Piccolo 
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CALL FOR IHSS TRAVEL SUPPORT AWARD FOR THE 19TH 

IHSS MEETING IN ALBENA RESORT NEAR VARNA, BULGARIA 

 

Aim  

The aim of the IHSS Travel Support Award is to allow graduate students to present their 

work and participate in the 19th biennial International IHSS Meeting. 

Since IHSS began to support student travel to its meetings in 1996, 6 to 20 students per 

meeting have received Travel Support Awards. Those students represent universities from 

more than 30 countries. A list of past recipients is maintained on the IHSS website 

(http://humic-substances.org/wp-content/uploads/Recipients-of-Travel-Awards.pdf). 

Conditions  

IHSS Travel Support Awards will be granted only to graduate students, who are members 

of IHSS and have not previously received this award. Investigators who have completed 

their PhD degrees before submitting this application are not eligible.  

The award covers the conference fee (including excursion and banquet) and major travel 

expenses (i.e., economy class airfare or train). In addition, all awardees will receive a fixed 

stipend to pay for accommodation and for minor travel-related costs (bus, metro, taxi, visa 

etc.) and meals not provided by the conference. The IHSS Treasurer will make a payment 

directly to the Conference Organizing Committee for each awardee's conference fee 

(including the excursion and banquet). The stipend and the funds for major travel 

expenses will be provided to each awardee before the conference via wire transfer. Note 

that receipts for all major travel expenses must be provided to the treasurer immediately 

after the conference (or before the conference if possible). 

Recipients of IHSS Travel Support Awards will be honored at the conference banquet, 

where they will receive certificates and one‐year memberships in IHSS. All awardees are 

required to present their research in the poster session, some also will be invitedto give an 

oral presentation. 



INTERNATIONAL HUMIC SUBSTANCES SOCIETY  12 
 

Evaluation Process  

Applications will be evaluated and ranked by the IHSS Travel Support Award Committee, 

considering primarily the quality and originality of the scientific content of the manuscript 

and the applicant's record of scientific achievement. The application should demonstrate 

that the student has had a major part in designing and conducting the research and wishes 

to pursue a career in a field in which humic substances science is important. The 

recipients of Travel Support Awards will be notified well in advance of the conference 

registration deadline.  

Malcolm Award  

The most outstanding applicant for a Travel Support Award, as determined by the IHSS 

Travel Support Award Committee, will also receive the Malcolm Award, which is given in 

memory of Dr. Ronald Malcolm – the first president of IHSS. The Malcolm Award includes 

a certificate and a check for 250 US$.  

How to apply  

An application for a Travel Support Award must include:  

1. the application form for IHSS Travel Support Awards (http://humic-

substances.org/awards/) (an example is given at http://humic-

substances.org/wp-content/uploads/Travel-Award-example.pdf) 

2.  a one‐page curriculum vitae (see the application form for details),  

3. a letter of evaluation and a signed approval for the proposal including the budget 

from the applicant's main supervisor, 

4.  an abstract of the paper to be presented (maximum of 2 pages), 

5.  an itinerary and estimate of travel costs to attend the meeting (short table for the 

travel schedule; and copies from a travel/airline website or travel agency have to 

be added as an extra additional attachment). 

The entire application must be submitted in a sinlge pdf-file by January 31st, 2018  

to the Vice President of IHSS: 

Dr. Yiannis Deligiannakis (ideligia@cc.uoi.gr). 

http://humic-substances.org/awards/
http://humic-substances.org/awards/
mailto:ideligia@cc.uoi.gr
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UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN 2018  

 

During January and February 2018, the next election will be conducted.  

The positions to be elected are: 

#  Vice President (term 2018 - 2020) 

#  Board Member (term 2018 - 2022) 

According to the IHSS-Bylaws (Article VI, Nomination and Elections) the next elections will 

be held within January and February of 2018. The Nominations Committee shall submit to 

the Secretary or other designated officer the names of at least two (2) nominees for each 

office with a vacancy by November 30 of odd-numbered year (Article VI, Section 4, 5). 

Additional nominations for any elective Board position may be made by a petition signed 

by at least thirty (30) members and received by the Secretary, or other designated officer 

no later than November 30 (Article VI, Section 4). 

The President has appointed the new election Nominations Committee. Members of the 

Committee are: 

 Mónica P. Antilén Lizana, Inorganic Chemistry Department, Pontificia 

Universidad Católica de Chile (Chile), 

 Claudio Ciavatta, Department of Agricultural Sciences, Università di Bologna 

(Italy),   

 Seiya Nagao, Institute of Nature and Environmental Technology, Kanazawa 

University (Japan) 

 Fernando Rosario-Ortiz, Department of Civil, Architectural and Environmental 

Engineering, University of Colorado at Boulder (USA).  

Fernando Rosario-Ortiz will act as chairperson of the Nominations Committee; Heike 

Knicker (secretary of IHSS) is the designed officer of the Board. Members are invited to 

send candidate names to the Nominations Committee through their chapter coordinators 
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or directly to the Committee. Your active participation is once again vital to make the IHSS 

Board truly representative of the IHSS membership. 

The Committee is asked to present a list of candidates by November 30, 2017. 

 

Fernando L. Rosario-Ortiz (chair): fernando.rosario@colorado.edu 

Mónica P. Antilén Lizana:   mantilen@uc.cl 

Claudio Ciavatta:     claudio.ciavatta@unibo.it 

Seiya Nagao:    seiya-nagao@se.kanazawa-u.ac.jp 

 

Gudrun Abbt-Braun 

President of IHSS 

 

PAST MEETINGS 

 

Humic Substances in Ecosystems 11, Kudowa Zdrój, Poland 

The 11th International Conference (HSE11) of the Polish Chapter of IHSS, Polish Humic 

Substances Society (PTSH), took place in Kudowa Zdrój, Poland 29 May - 1 June, 2017. It 

was a great meeting of humus-lovers from Poland, Brazil, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 

Estonia, Germany, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Slovakia, Spain, Turkey and USA. The 

conference was partially sponsored by the University of Wroclaw - Faculty of Chemistry, 

the International Humic Substances Society, and the Wroclaw University of Environmental 

and Life Sciences. The conference comprised of 6 sessions entitled: 

1 Structure and properties of humic substances  

2 Methods used in humic substances analysis 

3 Humic substances in soil genesis and soil protection  

4 Transformation of NOM in terrestrial and water ecosystems 

5 Industrial and agricultural applications of organic matter 

6 Organic wastes and their utilization 
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We had the honor and privilege to host the outstanding keynote speakers: 

Fritz H. Frimmel (Germany), Honorary Member of the IHSS:  

Humic Matter - the IN and OUT of life 

Heike Knicker (Spain), Secretary of the IHSS:  

Solid-state NMR spectroscopy, the old and new tool in humic substances research 

Teodoro Miano (Italy):  

Relationship between microbiota and soil organic matter 

Gudrun Abbt-Braun (Germany), President of the IHSS: 

The challenges of NOM characterization in water treatment processes 

Daniel C. Olk (USA):  

Humic products in agriculture – Potential benefits and research challenges 

Yona Chen (Israel), Honorary Member of the IHSS: 

Composting of biosolids and biowastes: Organic Matter transformations and 

benefits to agriculture 

The conference started in the Arboretum Wojslawice, where on the area of over 60 ha 

attendants could admire about 470 different species of Rhododendrons (just flowering) 

and almost 4800 species and varieties of perennial plants. 
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In total, there were 23 oral and 37 poster presentations. Additionally, the participants 

could discuss changing of ecosystems under the influence of weathering processes 

(labyrinth Errant Rocks) or peat-forming processes (Zieleniec Peatlands) and enjoyed the 

beauty of natural landscapes during a second field trip.     

 

Very warm and nice atmosphere during the conference was possible thanks to 

participants who made this meeting an exceptional event.   

 

Elzbieta Jamroz  

Secretary of the HSE11 Conference 

 

“Humic Substances in the Environment” session at the ICCE 2017, Oslo, Norway 

We had two sessions on the topic “Humic Substances in the Environment” at the 16th 

International Conference on Chemistry and the Environment in Oslo, Norway, June 18 - 

22, 2017, which were supported by the IHSS. In the sessions there were 2 keynote talks 

presented by Yiannis Deligiannakis and Norbert Hertkorn, 12 additional oral presentations, 
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and 7 posters. The presentations covered a wide range in humic substances and NOM 

research. Keeping in mind that there were four parallel sessions, the number of 

participants was very reasonable and the discussions were very lively. One presentation 

was given by a travel award winner from the Japan meeting (Edisson Subdiaga). In 

addition, we gave a short presentation of IHSS, and we distributed flyers and the 

announcement of the next international IHSS meeting in 2018. There will a publication on 

a special issue in the journal “Environmental Science Pollution Research” (Springer 

Publishers, IF = 2.76) highlighting the scientific program of the conference. The next ICEE 

conference will take place in Thessaloniki, Greece, June 16 - 20, 2019, which we intend to 

join again with a special IHSS session.  

 

 

For detailed informations see http://icce2017.org/ 

Download of abstracts: http://icce2017.org/downloads/Abstraktsamling_16_06_17.pdf 

and of the oral presentations 

http://www.mn.uio.no/kjemi/english/research/projects/ICCE2017/index.html 

 

Gudrun Abbt-Braun 

President of IHSS 

 

Yiannis Deligiannakis 

Vice President of IHSS 

http://icce2017.org/
http://www.mn.uio.no/kjemi/english/research/projects/ICCE2017/index.html
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SETAC 2017, Gold Coast, Australia 

 

The IHSS sponsored a keynote address presented by Professor Scott Smith (Wilfrid 

Laurier University, Canada) on the importance of dissolved organic carbon for metal 

bioavailability: a geochemists perspective at the Society for Environmental Toxicology and 

Chemistry (SETAC) Australasia Conference (http://www.setacgoldcoast2017.com.au) held 

on the beautiful Gold Coast, Australia, September 4 – 6, 2017 (Figure 1).  

Abstracts from this conference are available for download at 

http://www.setacgoldcoast2017.com.au/?pgid=1272. One hundred and seventy two 

individuals attended from academia, government and industry from twelve different 

countries, with 51 students present. Professor Scott Smith’s keynote was held on the first 

day of the conference and was well received (Figure 2).  

 

Figure 1. The SETAC-AU 2017. Sunset over the welcome reception. 

 

A slide about IHSS was shown at the end of his seminar (Figure 2). A special session on 

the role of natural organic matter in environmental toxicology and chemistry was also held 

on the second day, with a number of presentations presented. Topics discussed within this 

session included ‘Australian tropical dissolved organic carbon ameliorates copper toxicity 

in a tropical freshwater alga’ (Gabriella Macoustra), ‘Dissolved organic carbon composition 

differs between different freshwaters and climatic regions’ (Dr. Aleicia Holland) and 

‘Extreme water quality events: Changes in organic matter profiles and impacts on other 

water quality parameters’ (Dr. Julia Howitt). Dr. Stephen Lofts also provided a workshop 

http://www.setacgoldcoast2017.com.au/
http://www.setacgoldcoast2017.com.au/?pgid=1272
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on the Windermere Humic Aqueous Model (WHAM). 

 

 

Figure 2. Professor Scott Smith presented a keynote on the importance of dissolved organic 

carbon to metal bioavailability. 

 

 

Figure 3. View from the conference dinner, Q1 Sky point tower. 

Other sessions held during the conference included: Environmental analysis and 

monitoring, metal toxicity and environmental chemistry, environmental management’, 

emerging techniques and test methods, marine ecotoxicology and chemistry, toxicity of 
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mixtures and multiple stressors, transport, fate and exposure modelling of chemicals in the 

environment, life cycle assessment and human health issues associated with 

environmental contaminants. 

A number of social events were also held during the conference, with the highlight being 

the conference dinner at the Q1 sky point tower (Figure 3)Each participant at the 

conference received a bag (see below in Figure 1) which contained the flyer for the next 

IHSS meeting in 2018 and the IHSS information handout, along with various other items. 

On behalf of the SETAC-AU conference organising committee, we thank IHSS for your 

support. 

Aleicia Holland 

Conference Organizer 

La Trobe University, Albury/Wodonga Campus Australia 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

 

 

XIII Congreso Nacional de la 

Ciencia del Suelo, 

1era Reunión de Materia Orgánica 

Suelo y Sustentabilidad 

Santiago, Chile,  

20-23 de Noviembre de 2017 

 

 

With about 150 abstracts being submitted, the XIII National Soil Science Meeting closed its 

process of receiving abstracts. The scientific event, organized by the Faculty of Chemistry 

(Dra. Monica Antilen) and the Faculty of Agronomy and Forestry Engineering (Dr. Eduardo 

Arellano) of the Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile (www.uc.cl), will take place from 

November 20-23, 2017 at the Innovation Center of San Joaquin Campus, and will have 

distinguished international guests: 
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 Dr. Jorge Mataix-Solera, Professor of the University Miguel Hernandez in Elche, 

SPAIN 

 Dr. Steven Fonte, Professor at the Colorado State University, UNITED STATES 

 Dr. Heike Knicker, Professor at the IRNAS-CSIC, Sevilla, SPAIN 

 Dr. Deborah Pinheiro, Professor at Chemistry Department of the Federal University 

of Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, BRAZIL 

 Dr. Teodoro Miano, Professor of the University of Bari, ITALY 

 

During the National Congress, the 1st Symposium of Organic Matter and the creation of the 

Chilean chapter of IHSS will take place. To complete the event, there will be a visit to 

Chilean Vineyards with technical and social activities related to central area soils of Chile. 

 

This event has received funding from the International Humic substances Society (IHSS) 

and Vicerrectoria de Investigacion de la Universidad Catolica (VRI-UC)  

 

Website: www.xiiicncs2017.cl o www.congresosuelo.uc.cl 

 

Dr. Monica P. Antilen Lizana 

President of the Organizing Committee 

 

 

TERRAenVISION Environmental Issues Today:  

Scientific Solutions for Societal Issues: 

29 January - 2st of February 2018, Barcelona, Spain 

 

This conference aims to focus on the scientific research towards finding solutions for the 

societal issues of our time. TERRAenVISION promotes interdisciplinary collaboration and 

networking. To bring scientists and stakeholders that have the same goal, work on the 

same societal issue, but have different scientific backgrounds. By bringing the people and 

their knowledge together, we may be able to take the steps towards solutions that can 

bring our society to a more sustainable situation. In this conference, we want to link to 

International policies such as the sustainable Development Goals, the UN Climate 

conventions, CAP and COP.  

http://www.xiiicncs2017.cl/
http://www.congresosuelo.uc.cl/
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Environmental issues we would like to highlight and discuss 

This conference is framed around themes. Each theme is kicked off by two plenary 

keynote speeches of 20 min, followed by a discussion. After the plenary session, a range 

of different parallel sessions will be organised. We also want to stress that the conference 

is not only for scientists, but also warmly would like to invite people from outside the 

scientific world. 

The themes are: 

 

1. Climate change: mitigation and adaptation 

2. Water resources: quality and quantity 

3. Land degradation and restoration 

4. Erosion processes and nature based solutions 

5. Fire in the earth system, effects and prevention 

6. Ecosystem services and nature conservation 

7. Science interface: with policy and public 

 

A special session, 

“Organic Matter, the Key to Climate Change Mitigation?” 

will be organized by Heike Knicker (IRNAS-CSIC). 

 

Call for abstracts 

The conference is now open for abstract submission; the submission is free of charge. For 

further information about the venue, its location, deadlines etc. please consult the following 

webpage: 

https://terraenvision2018.eu/ 

The organising committee welcomes you in Barcelona. 

 

 

Saskia Keesstra, Wageningen University, The Netherlands 

Damía Barceló, IDAEA-CSIC, Barcelona, Spain 

Xavi Úbeda, University of Barcelona, Spain 
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Special sessions on humic substances and organic matter  

at the European Geosciences Union General Assembly 2018 

April 8 - 13, 2018, Vienna, Austria 

 

Next year again, the following sessions which may be of interest for IHSS members are 

offered at the General Assembly of EGU 2018: 

 

o SSS5.5: Applications of thermal analysis and calorimetry in soil science 

Conveners: Claudio Zaccone, César Plaza  

o SSS5.6: Linking soil chemistry to food security 

Convener: Claudio Zaccone, Maria Manuela Abreu, César Plaza  

o SSS5.7: Organomineral interactions and implications in C cycling and stability in 

soils 

Conveners: César Plaza, Claudio Zaccone  

o SSS5.8: Element biogeochemistry and ecological functions in wetland and peatland 

soils 

Conveners: Claudio Zaccone, Mariusz Lamentowicz, Luca Bragazza  

o SSS5.9:   Humus chemistry 

Conveners: Claudio Zaccone, Heike Knicker, César Plaza 

o SSS5.10: Advances in determining the role of metal-SOM associations in C 

sequestration 

Conveners: Beatrice Giannetta,César Plaza, Cornelia Rumpel, Donald Sparks, Claudio 

Zaccone  

o SSS6.3: Soil organic nitrogen – What is new? 

Conveners: Heike Knicker, José María De la Rosa  

o SSS6.2: Nature on fire - implications of wildfire on the biochemistry of the affected 

soils 

Conveners: Heike Knicker, José María De la Rosa   

 

In addition, José María De la Rosa, José González-Pérez Heike Knicker, and Agustin 

Merino are inviting to participate at the short course “Analytical techniques for revealing 

the nature and chemical properties of natural organic matter”, which will be hold as 

part of the events offered during the assembly. 

 

The abstract submission deadline is January 10, 2018, 13:00 CET. 



INTERNATIONAL HUMIC SUBSTANCES SOCIETY  24 
 

For further information about the venue, its location, deadlines etc. please consult the 

following webpage: 

https://www.egu2018.eu 

 

Heike Knicker 

IHSS secretary 

 

19th International Conference of the International Humic Substance Society 

 

 

The Bulgarian Humic Substances Society is hosting and organizing the conference. The 

meeting is organized under the auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry.  

The sessions and lunches will be held in Paradise Blue Hotel*****. 

More information can be obtained from the conference webpage, which will be opened by 

the beginning of December 2017. 

Registration, tourist services booking, abstract submission will be processed on-line. 

https://www.egu2018.eu/
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The preliminary program includes: 

September 16  Welcome party 

September 17  Morning: Opening, welcoming addresses 

  Afternoon: Invited speakers’ presentations  

September 18    Morning: Oral presentations 

Afternoon: Visit to Varna and Aladja Monastery 

September 19  Professional tour with a guided visit to soil profiles at Kaliakra 

cape and Balchik, a dinner in a Bulgarian Folk Style restaurant 

will be included 

September 20   Oral presentations,  

   National Chapters meeting 

Travel Awards presentations 

Trave   IHSS General Assembly 

Gala dinner 

21 September  Morning: Oral presentations  

    Closing remarks  

Poster sessions will be from September 17 - 21, 2018 and the posters will be presented in 

the main plenary hall. Exhibitions of companies will be available at the conference lobby 

during the whole event. For more information, please contact: 

Dr. E. Filcheva e-mail: filcheva@itp.bg and ihss_2018@abv.bg 

Dr. Ekaterina Filcheva 

Conference chair and Bulgarian Chapter Coordinator 

 

IHSS SPONSORSHIP FOR SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS 

 

All members are encouraged to apply for IHSS sponsorship of scientific meetings. The 

respective guidelines are published on the webpage. 

        http://humic-substances.org/apply-for-ihss-sponsorship-of-a-conference/ 

mailto:filcheva@itp.bg
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