
The Society is recognized as a world leader in fostering 
scientific education and research, and promoting public 

understanding of humic substances and natural organic matter.

Becoming a member of IHSS offers distinct advantages (see 
our webpage). IHSS has three types of membership, annual 

dues range from $7 to $25 depending on country and  type of 
membership (Regular, Student, and Retired). 

Further information on this and other topics can be found on
the IHSS web page:

http://humic-substances.org/

International Humic Substances Society

To Advance the Knowledge and Research of 

Natural Organic Matter in Soil and Water



Humic substances (HS) are a fraction of natural organic matter 
(NOM) that affects soil weathering and fertility, pH and alkalinity of 
natural waters, trace metal chemistry and bioavailability, degradation 
and transport of hydrophobic organic chemicals, formation of 
disinfection by-products during water treatment, and heterotrophic 
production in blackwater ecosystems.

Aims and Activities
IHSS was founded in 1981 to bring together scientists in the coal, 
soil and water sciences with interests in humic substances.

IHSS meetings and IHSS Awards
The IHSS convenes biennially international conferences 
which bring together scientists from the soil, coal, fresh water 
and marine sciences. The IHSS provides Travel Awards for 
students who wish to present their work on natural organic 
matter at the international meetings. The Society also gives 
support for PhD students and young scientists with the 
Training Award to complement their training by traveling to 
work a short period in another qualified laboratory. The IHSS 
Young Investigator Research Grant Program aims to 
promote the careers of young researchers by supporting 
research of high scientific caliber, and to enhance the career 
opportunities of their undergraduate/ graduate students, and/or 
postdoctoral associates through the research experience.

IHSS has a membership of 
nearly 700 scientists and is 
recognized as a world leader in 
fostering scientific education 
and research, and promoting 
public understanding of humic
substances. 
The activities include the 
assembling of information about 
genesis, isolation, fractionation, 
functionality, structures, 
reactivities and interactions, and 
the environmental influences of 
humic substances.

IHSS collection
IHSS has assembled a collection of standard samples of humic and  
fulvic acids and natural organic matter which it makes available for sale 
to researchers. This makes it possible for researchers throughout the 
world to compare critically their experimental results on humic
substances.


