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This past year has been a very busy and productive one for the newly formed
International Humic Substances Society. Formation of the IHSS evolved from a
meeting of the Working Group of the International Society of Soil Science for
the establishment of an International Standard Collection of Humic and Fulvic
Acids during September 1981. Since that time, the IHSS has been incorporated
and registered as a nonprofit, international scientific society with approved
Bylaws.

In this first Newsletter , it is appropriate to reiterate the purposes of the
Society and to look back over the past year to see how far we have come.
According to the Bylaws (Article 11, Section 2 and Section 3), the purposes of
the Society are to advance the study of humic substances in all environments
(soils, sediments, freshwaters and oceans), to establish a standard collection of
humic and fulvic acids, and to provide a universal forum for the oral and
written communication of basic and scientific research on humic substances.
Progress has been made in striving to meet each of these goals. The first
international meetings of IHSS have been scheduled. The first of these
meetings will be held in the Rocky Mountain town of Estes Park, Colorado,
August 1983. Arrangements have been made to use the facilities of the YMCA
of the Rockies in Estes Park, and program planning is going along smoothly.
This meeting will emphasize the geochemistry, isolation, and characterization
of humic substances. The second meeting will be held in August 1984 in
Birmingham, England, where emphasis will be placed on structure and chemical
interactions of humic substances. Invited papers at these meetings will be
published in book form and contributed papers will appear in the Journal,
"Organic Geochemistry." A more in-depth description of the books to be
published from these meetings is contained in this Newsletter . A brochure
describing the Estes Park meeting is also induded with this Newsletter . It
should be noted that those wishing to present a paper at this meeting should
submit an abstract by March 1, 1983 to either:

Dr. Patrick MacCarthy
Department of Chemistry / or

Geochemistry
Colorado School of Mines
Golden, CO 80401 U.S.A.

Dr. Ronald L. Malcolm
U.S. Geological Survey
Box 25046, Mai! Stop 407
Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225 U.S.A.

Progress has also been made in the collection of reference sampies. Areport
on the current status of this task appears in this Newsletter .



Much has been accomplished in this short time to put the IHSSon the road to
success. Our thanks go out to all those who have worked diligently during the
past year to bring the Society to its current state. Considerable work still
needs to be done to develop the IHSS into the type of organization which we
will all be proud to be associated. The out look is positive, and we are confident
of great success.

George Aiken

PROGRESS IN ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARD COLLECTlON
OF HUMIC AND FUL VIC ACIDS:

One of the objecti ves of IHSS is to establish a standard collection of humic and
fulvic acids. This collection was planned by Patrick MacCarthy and Ronald
Malcolm and was initially incorporated as a Working Group of the International
SoH Science Society. The standard collection will be composed of both humic
and fulvic acids from six sources in the natural environment (a mollic epipedon,
a leonardite, a peat or organic soH, a freshwater lake-bottom sediment,
freshwater aquatic, and a marine aquatic).

The four solid sources will be extracted by a standard extraction procedure
agreed upon at the Society planning meeting during September 1981. Large
amounts of each source sampie will be collected to insure adequate sampie for
extraction of kilogram quantities of humic substances and the use of the source
sampie for research purposes for several years.

Considerable progress has been made in the collection and extraction of three
solid source materials. The mollic epipedon, the surface horizon of an Elliot
sHt-loam' soH from northern Illinois, was collected during August 1982 by Frank
Stevenson ancl Ronald Ma1colm. Approximately I-ton of the soH has been
sieved, ground, and homogenized. Apart of the soH sampie will be extracted
for humic and fu1vic acids by Roger Swift in New Zealand. A leonardite sam pIe
was collected during August 1982 by Ronald Malcolm from the Gascoyne Mine
near Gascoyne, North Dakota: Apart of the homogenized I-ton sam pIe will be
extracted by Morris Schnitzer in Ottawa, Canada. A number of organic soils
are being considered as a source sampie of humic and fulvic acids. The
selection will be made within the next few months. The organic soil source will
be extracted in the laboratory of Mike Hayes in Birmingham, Englan"d.

The freshwater aquatic fulvic and humic acids will be isolated and processed by
the XAD-8 resin procedure as published in Environmental Science and
Technology (Volume 15, p. 463-466, 1981). The XAD-8 procedure is an integral
part of the extraction and isolation procedure with solid sampies.
Approximately 1 kg of aquatic humic substances will be collected from the
Suwannee River near Fargo, Georgia. The field isolation process will be
accomplished during December 1982 and January 1983 by U.5. Geological
Survey personnel from Denver ,Colorado. Laboratory processing of the
concentrated sampie will be accomplished in Denver at U.S. Geological Survey
research laboratories.
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The collection of the aquatic-marine humic substances is planned by Fauzi
Mantoura of Plymouth, England. Final planning for sampling will be developed
during the February 1983 visitation of Mantoura with Society members in
Denver ,Colorado. Funding for collection of the marine sam pIe will be co-
sponsored by the Natural Environment Research Council of England and IHSS.

Partial funding has been arranged for the first aspects of the reference
collection from the U.S. Geological Survey, the USDA-Soil Conservation
Service, the V.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Natural Environment
Research Council of England, and IHSS. Considerably more funding is necessary
for the completion of the entire standard collection. Efforts are required on
behalf of all Society members from all countries to pursue possible sources of
funding for the collection within their respective countries. Your attention to
these matters is imperative for the success of the standard collection.

Ronald L. Malcolm

REPORT FROM THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:

The Editorial Committee was appointed to edit the volume of invited papers
from the first meeting of the International Humic Substances Society. The
members are Robert L. Wershaw, George Aiken, and Diane McKnight from the
V.S. Geological Survey in Denver and Patrick MacCarthy from the Colorado
School of Mines in Golden. Our main goal is a definitive, well-organized text
that will be an important reference for experts currently studing humic
substances and for scientists from different disciplines. We are confident that
we will be able to work together effectively, and that there being four members
of the Editorial Committee, will improve the volume by preventing the volume
from being biased towards any one scientist's perspective. For example, as a

.limnologist, I will be concerned with the usefulness of this volume to scientists
from other fields who find themselves needing to know more about humic
substances to understand an ecological or geochemical process.

Another goal of the Editorial Committee is to have the volume published
promptly after the Estes Park meeting in August 1983. Prompt publication will
be very important to the growth of the Society. We are preparing to sign a
contract with the John Wiley and Sons Publishing Company, which has agreed to
have the volume published within 90 days of receiving the completed
manuscript. John Wiley and Sons was chosen as the publisher for many reasons.
Their Life Sciences Editor, Mary Conway, was highly recommended by Frank
Stevenson based on his experiences with his book Humus Chemistry. John Wiley
can meet a price to attendants of the meeting of $30 or less without requiring
that we submit camera-ready copy. We are planning on having the manuscript
typed on word processor discs in Denver , and then the type can be set from
these discs. Also, Mike Hayes reports that the John Wiley office in London is
very enthusiastic about publishing the invited papers from the Birmingham
meeting in 1984.
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We have set up a schedule which will allow us to have the volume by January
1984. Of course, writing a schedule is easy; persuading everyone to stay with a
schedule will be more challenging.

I want to thank the invited speakers for promptly sending in their outlines, and I
am glad to re port that we are currently on schedule. Based on these excellent
outlines, we are all very enthusiastic about this volume.

Diane McKnight

MEMBERSHIP CARDS:

Society Secretary /Treasurer Patrick MacCarthy has delivered all membership
cards to the Post Office. If you have not received your membership card yet,
or if there is a problem, please contact Dr. MacCarthy immediately so that he
can rectify the situation.


