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Dear Member,

here we are again. This is our last issue of the century and of the millennium. As you can see, a
large portion is devoted to the election procedure of new officers of the IHSS Board of Directors.
Distinguished colleagues and friends are running as candidates for the positions of Vice President /
President Elect, Secretary, and Board Member. At the end of this issue you will please find your
election ballot: express your vote ad mail it accordingly. Also, an additional effort is requested:
please indicate your vote for the needed and desired changes of the IHSS By-Laws.

Many changes, several new activities and numerous project have characterized the life of the
Society in the last year. Many of the darts we have been throwing have hit the targets. New chapters,
now up to almost 40, have been founded and some are on their way; the Standard and Reference
Collection is in a very good health, it is expanding and it is going to be partially replenished; in addition,
a complete set of chemical, functional and structural data is provided by the Society together with
the purchase of each IHSS sample; the IHSS Bylaws is undergoing a thoroughly critical review; and,
finally, after few years, a complete, regularly updated and dynamic World Membership List of IHSS is
ready. Also, our continuous contacts with National Coordinators enabled us to keep regular tracks of
membership dues.

The Board of Director feels confident in continuing its performance as well as improving
considerably the "aim” for the new year. An increase of collaborative work is mostly welcome, in
particular with the new Board members, the National Coordinators, and also the rest of the
membership.
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INTERNATIONAL HUMIC SUBSTANCES SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1999

Past President

Dr. Nicola Senesi

Istituto di Chimica Agraria
Universita di Bari

Via Amendola, 165/A
70126 Bari, Italy

Tel. (+) 39 80 544 2853
Fax. (+) 39 80 544 2813
senesi@agr.uniba.it

Secretary

Dr. Teodoro M. (Ted) Miano
Istituto di Chimica Agraria
Universita di Bari

Via Amendola, 165/A
70126 Bari, Italy

Tel. (+) 39 80 544 2857
Fax. (+) 39 80 544 2813
miano@agr.uniba.it

Board Position

Dr. E. Michael Perdue
School of Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences
Georgia Inst. of Technology
Atlanta, GA 30332, USA
Tel. (+) 1 404 894 3942
Fax. (+) 1 404 894 5638

michael.perdue@eas.gatech.edu

President

Dr. James J. Alberts
Marine Institute

University of Georgia
Sapelo Island

GA 31327, USA

Tel. (+) 1 912 485 2221
Fax. (+) 1912 485 2133
jalberts@arches.uga.edu

Treasurer

Dr. C.E. Clapp

Dept. Soil, Water, Climate
University of Minnesota
1991 Upper Buford Circle
St. Paul, MN 55108, USA
Tel. (+) 1 612 625 2767
Fax. (+) 1 612 625 2208
eclapp@soils.umn.edu

Board Position

Dr. J.-P. Croué

Ecole Sup. d’Ingenieurs de Poitiers
Lab. Chimie de I'Eau et
'Environnement

40, Av. du Recteur Pineau

86022 Poitiers Cedex, France

Tel. (+) 33 49 45 3915

Fax: (+) 33 49 45 3768
croue@campus.univ-poitiers.fr

Vice President

Dr. Fritz H. Frimmel

Engler-Bunte Inst., Ber.
Wasserchemie

Universitat Karlsruhe
Richard-Willstatter-Allee 5

76131 Karlsruhe, Germany

Tel. (+) 49 721 608 2580

Fax. (+) 49 721 608 7051
fritz.frimmel@ciw.uni-karlsruhe.de

Chairman, Samples Collection

Dr. Paul R. Bloom

Dept. Soil, Water, Climate
University of Minnesota
1991 Upper Buford Circle
St. Paul, MN 55108, USA
Tel. (+) 1612 625 4711
Fax. (+) 1 612 625 2208
ihss@soils.umn.edu

Honorary Members

Dr. Wolfgang FLAIG

Dr. Morris SCHNITZER
Dr. Frank J. STEVENSON
Dr. Ronald L. MALCOLM
Dr. Michael H.B. HAYES
Dr. Egil T. GJESSING

International Humic Substances Society on the World Wide Web

The Web page address has changed

Visit our home page at:

http://lwww.ihss.gatech.edu

Prof. E.M. Perdue coordinates the development of the IHSS WEB page. Progresses toward this goal may
be followed at the above WEB site which resides on a server located at the Georgia Institute of Technology,

Atlanta, USA.

Suggestions and comments regarding the content and organization of the WEB pages are actively
requested from all IHSS members.

E-mail Dr. E.M. Perdue at michael.perdue@eas.gatech.edu for more information.



LIST OF NATIONAL CHAPTERS COORDINATORS

Dear colleagues,

at the last Meeting in Adelaide, the Board of Directors of the IHSS agreed: a) to reinforce
contacts with national coordinators in order to improve the membership structure; b) to reduce the
number of very small chapters; and c) to hasten the process of updating and completing the
general membership list. After a thorough and accurate discussion concerning increased numbers
of national coordinators and needs of the continuous updating process, it was decided to merge all
chapters with less than 5 members into a Rest of the World Chapter. The Secretary, Dr. T.M.
Miano, was nominated temporarily as General Coordinator of the R-o-W Chapter. Further, the
Board unanimously agreed on a 25% increase of membership dues. The additional income will be
entirely devoted to enhance funding for the IHSS Travel Bursaries for young scientists. The
General Assembly of the IHSS, held during the 9th Meeting of the IHSS, accordingly approved.

Prof. Ramon A. Rosell
Univ. Nacional del Sur
Dpto Agronomia - LAHBIS
8000 Bahia Blanca
Argentina

e-[=7 rrosell@criba.edu.ar

Dr. Kaye M. Spark

CRC Water Quality & Treatment
Private Mail Bag 3

Salisbury 5108

Australia

& +61.8.8259.0349

£ +61.8.8259.0228

e-[=] kaye.spark@sawater.sa.gov.au

Dr. Ladislau Martin Neto
EMBRAPA - CNPDIA

Rua XV Novembro, 1452

Caixa Postal 741

13560-970 Sao Carlos, SP - Brazil
@ +55.16.272.2477

g +55.16.272.5958

e-[=] martin@cnpdia.embrapa.br

Dr. Ekaterina G. Filcheva

N. Pouskarov Institute

Soil Sci. & Yield Programming
5, Shosse Bankya POB 1369
1080 Sofia - Bulgaria

@ +359.2.2.52.71/486

£ +359.2.248.937

e-[=7] filcheva@mail.netbg.com

Dr. P.M. Huang

Univ. of Saskatchewan

Dept. of Soil Science

51 Campus Drive

S7N 5A8 Saskatoon, SK - Canada
& +1.306.966.6838

g +1.306.966.6881

e-[=] huangp@sask.usask.ca

Dr. Jianming Xu

Dept. of Soil and Water Resources
Zhejiang Agricultural University
286 Kaixuan Road

Hangzhou 310029 - P.R.China

@ +86.571.6971151;

g +86.571.6049815

e-[=] jxu@public.hz.zj.cn

Prof. Luis Herman Gonzalez
Universidad Nacional de Colombia
Apartado aéreo 3840

Medellin

Colombia

@ +57.4.260.7575

£l +57.4.260.4489

e-[=7 Ihgonzal@perseus.unalmed.edu.co

Dr. Elham A. Ghabbour
Agricultural Research Center
Soil & Water Research Institute
Bacos, 21616 Alexandria
Egypt

@ +20.3.570.4443
+20.3.570.4441

e-[=1 eghabbou@lynx.neu.edu

Dr. W.S. Wilson

University of Essex

Dept of Biological Sciences

J. Tabor Laboratories, Wyvenhoe Park
Colchester, CO4 3SQ — England, GB
@ +44.1206.873.325

e-[=] wwilson@Essex.ac.uk

Dr. J.-P. Croué

Ecole Sup. d’'Ingenieurs de Poitiers
Lab. Chimie de 'Eau et Nuisances
40, Av. du Recteur Pineau

86022 Poitiers Cedex - France

@ +33.49.45.3915

+33.49.45.3768

e-[=] croue@campus.univ-poitiers.fr

Dr. Gudrun Abbt-Braun
University of Karlsruhe
Dept. of Water Chemistry
Richard Willstatter Allee 5
76131 Karlsruhe - Germany
@ +49.721.608.2580
+49.721.699154

e-[=1 gudrun.abbt-braun@ciw.uni-karlsruhe.de

Dr. Etelka Tombacz

Attila Jozsef University

Dept. of Colloid Chemistry

Aradi Virtamik tera, 1

H-6720 Szeged - Hungary

e-[=1 E.Tombacz@chem.u-szeged.hu

Dr. Wisnu Susetyo

Freeport Indonesia Company
P.O. Box 2072

Tembagapura 98100

Irian Jaya - Indonesia

@ +62.901.301914
+62.901.301914

e-[=] Wisnu_susetyo@fmi.com

Prof. Michael H.B. Hayes

University of Limerick

Chemical and Environmental Sciences
F1-013 Foundation Building

Ireland

@ +353.61.20.26.31

+353.20.25.72

e-[=1 Michael.H.Hayes@ul.ie

Prof. Yona Chen

Hebrew Univ. of Jerusalem
Dept. Soil & Water - Agriculture
P.O. Box 12

76100 Rehovot - Israel

@ +972.8.48.1306 / 1292

gl +972.8.462384

e-[=7 yonachen@agri.huji.ac.il

Prof. Nicola Senesi
Universita di Bari

Ist. di Chimica Agraria
Via Amendola, 165/A
70126 Bari - Italy

@ +39.080.544.2853

[ +39.080.544.2813
e-[=] senesi@agr.uniba.it

Prof. Koyo Yonebayashi
Kyoto Prefectural Univ.

Dept. of Agricultural Chemistry
Faculty of Agriculture
Shimogamo, Kyoto 606 Japan
@ +81.75.781.3131

£ +81.75.781.6043 /9365
e-[=1 ky_yone@dns.kpu.ac.jp

Dr. Maris Klavins

University of Latvia

Raina Blvd. 19

LV-1568 Riga

Latvia

@ +371.733.1766 /733.2704
£ +371.7225039

e-[=1 mklavins@lanet.lv

Prof. Lenom J. Cajuste

Colegio de Postgraduados
Centro de Edafologia

Km. 34 Carr. Mexico-Texcoco
56230 Montecillo - Mexico

B +52.595.1.0524

£ +52.595.1.0524

e-[=] etsujac@colpos.colpos.mx

Dr. Georg Becher (deputy)
Norwegian Inst. Water Res. (NIVA)
Brekkeveien 19

P.0.Box 173, Kjelsaas

N-0411 Oslo - Norway

B +47.2218.5100

g +47.2218.5200

e-[=7 georg.becher@niva.no

Prof. Jerzy Drozd
Agricultural Univ. of Wroclaw
Inst. Soil Sci. Agric. Env. Prot.
Grunwaldzka 53

50-357 Wroclaw — Poland

@ +48.71.205637

£ +48.71.224849

e-[=1 drozd@ozi.ar.wroc.pl

Prof. Armando C. Duarte
Universidade de Aveiro
Dept. of Chemistry
Campus Univ. Santiago
3800 Aveiro — Portugal
@ +351.34.370737

£ +351.34.25143

e-[=7] aduarte@dq.ua.pt

Dr. Alexandra Vasu

Res. Institute. Soil Science
and Agrochemistry

Bd. Marasti nr. 61

71331 Bucuresti - Romania
@ +40.1.6756482 (home)

Dr. Yana M. Ammosova
Moscow State University
Dept. of Soil Science
119899 Moscow

Russia

@ +7.095.939.4272

£ +7.095.939.0989

e-[=] ammosov@msu.soil.ru

Dr. Gabriela Barancikova
Soil Fertility Res. Institute
Research Station - Presov
Reimannova 1

08001 Presov - Slovakia
@ +42.91.731.054

gl +42.91.723.184

e-[=7] bar@vadium.sk

Dr. Asuncion Roig

C.S..C.

Centro Edafologia y

Biologia Aplic. Segura
4195-30080 Murcia - Spain

@ +34.68.21.5717

£ +34.68.26.6613

e-[=] aroig@natura.cebas.csic.es

Dr. Karl Ramseyer

University of Bern
Geologisches Institute
Baltzerstrasse, 1

CH 3012 Bern - Switzerland
@ +41.31.631.8758

£l +41.31.631.4843

e-[=] kramseyer@geo.unibe.ch

Dr. James A. Rice

South Dakota State University
Chemistry Department

Shepard Hall 121, Box 220
57007-089 Brookings, SD - USA
@ +1.605.688.4252

£ +1.605.688.6364

e-[=7 ricej@ur.sdstate.edu

REST OF WORLD CHAPTER
Dr. Ted M. Miano, University of Bari, Istituto di Chimica Agraria, Via Amendola, 165/A, 70126 Bari — Italy
@& +39.080.544.2857; g +39.080.544.2813; e-[=1 miano@agr.uniba.it




MEMBERSHIP DUES (1999)

Chapter/Country Regular Student / Retired
Argentina $ 25.00 $12.50
Australia-New Zealand $ 25.00 $ 12.50
Austria $25.00 $12.50
Belgium $ 25.00 $12.50
Brazil $ 25.00 $12.50
Bulgaria $1.00 $1.00
Canada $ 25.00 $12.50
China $1.00 $1.00
Czech R. $7.00 $3.00
Denmark $ 25.00 $12.50
Developingcountries (Africa, Asia, Central & South America) $7.00 $ 3.00
Egypt $7.00 $3.00
Finland $ 25.00 $12.50
France $ 25.00 $12.50
Germany $ 25.00 $ 12.50
Hungary $7.00 $3.00
Indonesia $ 25.00 $ 12.50
Ireland $ 25.00 $12.50
Israel $ 25.00 $12.50
Italy $ 25.00 $12.50
Japan $ 25.00 $12.50
Latvia $1.00 $1.00
Lithuania $1.00 $1.00
Malaysia $ 25.00 $12.50
Mexico $ 25.00 $12.50
Norway $ 25.00 $12.50
Poland $7.00 $ 3.00
Portugal $ 25.00 $12.50
Romania $1.00 $1.00
Russia $1.00 $1.00
Slovakia R. $7.00 $3.00
Slovenia $7.00 $ 3.00
South Africa $25.00 $12.50
Spain $25.00 $12.50
Sweden $ 25.00 $12.50
Switzerland $ 25.00 $ 12.50
Taiwan $ 25.00 $12.50
The Netherlands $ 25.00 $12.50
Turkey $25.00 $12.50
United Kingdom $ 25.00 $12.50
United States $ 25.00 $ 12.50
Venezuela $ 25.00 $12.50

National Coordinators should collect the fees from members of their chapters in local currencies, deduct 20-
25 % out of the fees (postage, copying, etc.), and then send the balance in US $ to the Treasurer, Dr. C.E.

Clapp, Univ. Minnesota, St. Paul, MN, USA.

Coordinators from 7$-group chapters are invited to collect dues for two years ($14, and save converting to
US $ not so often) and are allowed to keep up to 50% of the fee. Coordinators from 1$-group chapters can

keep the entire fee.

Members of the R-0-W Chapter should send their fees directly to the Secretary (in US $).

IHSS Members are reminded that membership dues are payable at the beginning of each year

directly to their National Coordinators.




ONE-TIME CHANGE IN GENERAL ELECTIONS

At the IHSS General Meeting in Adelaide last September 1998, it was proposed to the
membership present that the elections of Secretary and Board Member-at-Large scheduled for
1998 be postponed until 1999. Both of the current office holders, Teddy Miano and Mike Perdue,
have agreed to serve an additional year until the new elections are finalized in 1999.

The reasons for this request are based in the fact that the original plan for the elections, as state
in the by-laws, was to hold elections every two years and that certain officer and board positions
would overlap to provide continuity of leadership. Thus, the Society would only have elections
every two years. This schedule was disrupted and we are now facing elections every year,
sometimes for only one position. This situation is burdensome, confusing and costly. Therefore, the
Board proposed to the membership the simplest mechanism to readjust the schedule and to allow
us to be in accord with the by-laws. That was a one-time extension of the two positions mentioned.

| assure you that the Board did not make this suggestion lightly. We are committed to the
efficient and legal operations of the Society as outlined by the by-laws. To that end, the proposal
was made to the membership present at the business meeting and was overwhelmingly approved.
Therefore, the 1999 elections will be for Vice-President/President Elect, Secretary and Member—at-
Large, all for full terms.

IHSS VOLUMES (and related publications)

HUMIC SUBSTANCES IN TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS. (675 pp). Edited by A. Piccolo.
Elsevier, 1996. ISBN 0-444-81516-3

HUMIC SUBSTANCES IN SOIL AND WATER ENVIRONMENTS. Characterization,
Transformations and Interactions. Proceedings 7th Int. Meeting of the IHSS. St. Augustine,
Trinidad, 1994. 1996 (493 pp). Edited by C.E. Clapp, M.H.B. Hayes, N. Senesi, and S.M. Giriffith
and published by IHSS. ISBN 1-889365-00-9

THE ROLE OF HUMIC SUBSTANCES IN THE ECOSYSTEMS AND IN ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION. Selected Papers of the 8th Int. Meeting of the IHSS. Wroclaw, Poland, 1996. (1002
pp.). Edited by J. Drozd, S. Gonet, N. Senesi, and J. Weber. PTSH & Polish Chapter of IHSS,
Wroclaw, 1997. ISBN 83-906403-2-5

HUMIC SUBSTANCES, PEATS AND SLUDGES: Health and Environmental Aspects. Edited by
M.H.B. Hayes & W.S. Wilson. The Royal Society of Chemistry, Cambridge, 1997. Special Discount
Price £38.68 ($72.80). ISBN 0-85404-699-2

HUMIC SUBSTANCES: STRUCTURES, PROPERTIES, AND USES. (259 pp.). Edited by G.
Davies and E. Ghabbour, Royal Society of Chemistry, Cambridge, England, 1998. ISBN 0-85404-
704-2

UNDERSTANDING HUMIC SUBSTANCES: ADVANCED METHODS, PROPERTIES and
APPLICATIONS (?? pp.). Edited by E. Ghabbour and G. Davies, Royal Society of Chemistry,
Cambridge, England, 1999 (in press).

SPECIAL ISSUE OF SOIL SCIENCE

The November 1999 issue of the journal Soil Science is a special issue highlighting the topic of:
‘Sizes and shapes of humic molecules as fundamentally important in understanding the many
basic interactions which take place in the environment’. Following an editorial by R.L. Tate, papers
are presented by C.E. Clapp and M.H.B. Hayes, R.S. Swift, R.L. Wershaw, E. Tombaz, M.
DeNobili and Y. Chen, I.V. Perminova, and N. Senesi. This initiative arose because of divergent
views held by participants of a Workshop/Symposium sponsored by SSSA and IHSS at Anaheim,
CA in October 1997. The proceedings book from that meeting “The role of humic substances in
transport processes of xenobiotic organic chemicals and metals in soil and water ecosystems” will
be published by SSSA early in 2000.



IHSS TRAVEL BURSARIES

A number of Travel Bursaries with the aim of providing a partial support to young researchers
and students for attendance at the 10" Meeting of the IHSS, to be held on July 24-28, 2000 in
Toulouse, France, will be assigned by an "ad hoc" Committee of the IHSS in the 1999-2000.
Applications should be sent to the address of the forthcoming IHSS President: Dr. Fritz Frimmel,
Engler-Bunte Inst., Ber. Wasserchemie, Universitidt Karlsruhe, Richard-Willstatter-Allee 5,
76131 Karlsruhe, Germany. Applications should include three (3) copies of the applicant C.V.,
three (3) copies of the full paper intended to be presented in Toulouse and a breakdown of the
expenses the applicant will incur in order to participate at the Meeting. The absolute deadline for
receipt of this material by the IHSS President will be April, 15, 2000. The President will then send
the material to the other committee members and they will make decisions on successful
candidates and the amount of awards to be notified by early June.

IHSS STANDARD AND REFERENCE COLLECTION

News Concerning the IHSS Collection of Humic Materials
By P. Bloom

Changes in Prices of IHSS Humic and Fulvic Acids. Prices of some samples changed effective 1 June, 1998
to better reflect their value to IHSS. The prices of the Suwannee River Humic Acid Standard increased from
$150 to $175 for 100 mg lots. For the Nordic Aquatic Humic Acid Reference the price increased from $100 to
$125. For the Suwannee River Fulvic Acid Standard the price decreased from $150 to $125 and for the
Suwannee River Fulvic acid Reference the price decreased from $100 to $75 for 100 mg lots.

The Leonardite Humic Acid Standard will continue to be sold at $5 for 100 mg lots but in addition we are
offering 5 g lots at $100. We have a large reserve of this material and want to offer it to soil, water, and plant
scientists and engineers at a price that makes it attractive for conducting research or preliminary studies.
Suwannee River Humic Acid Reference Sample is No Longer Available. The supply of Suwannee River
Humic Acid Reference was recently exhausted. This material will not be replaced.

New E-mail Address. Effective 1 June 1998, the e-mail address for communication concerning the
collection is IHSS@soils.umn.edu. E-mail is the preferred method of communication for ordering from the
IHSS collection. For more details see the IHSS web site at www.ihss.gatech.edu.

Reference material of Aquatic Natural Organic Matter [NOM] is available

By Egil Gjessing

A research group in Norway, located at Agder College in Kristiansand, have "produced” a Nordic Reference
Material of NOM.

Many of us have for a long time felt a need for alternatives to the standard and reference of Fulvic and Humic
acids, that are available from IHSS. In relation to studies of organic matter in drinking water and in the
general hydro ecological studies of the environmental impact of NOM, standards and reference, that include
all the organics present in the waters, are needed.

The technique used to isolate the Nordic Reference Material of NOM is 1) reverse osmosis [RO] (after
exchanging all cations by Na), followed by 2) low pressure, low temperature evaporation and finally 3),
freeze drying. The isolate is based on a typical raw water source of a Norwegian water work, with a DOC of
10,7 mg C/L. In the isolation process, 10 % of the organic matter is lost; some of which is low molecular
weight material that passes through the RO membrane. The ash content of the isolate is 41,4 %.

The Reference Material is available from Egil Gjessing, Agder College, Serviceboks 422, 4604 Kristiansand,
Norway [e-mail egil.t.gjessing@hia.no]. The price is US $ 100,- /200mg. The income will be founded for
future reference material need. For further information contact Egil Gjessing , Agder College in Norway

[Fax: +47.38.14.10.11; Phone: +47.38.14.15.61; e-mail eqgil.t.gjessing@hia.no].
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MEETINGS

3" Brazilian Meeting on Humic Substances, Santa Maria, Brazil, November 24-26, 1999. The Brazilian
Chapter of IHSS promotes the Ill Brazilian Meeting on Humic Substances next November, 24 to 26, in the
city of Santa Maria, southern of Brazil. The Meeting is organized by the Department of Soil, Federal
University of Santa Maria. Chairman of the meeting will be Prof. Dr. Carlos Alberto Ceretta, and the
Executive Secretariat coordinated by Prof. Ph.D. Marcos R. Fries. The deadline to submit papers is October,
22 and complete informations, including Programme, can be obtained by e-mail at: ceretta@ccr.ufsm.br.
Some international experts confirmed their participation as invited speakers: Alessandro Piccolo, University
of Napoli, Italy; Martin Reicosky, USDA, Minnesota, USA; Christian L. Feller, IRD, France; Adrian E.
Andriulo, INTA, Argentine, as well as Brazilian scientists: Julio Cesar Rocha, Eduardo Mendonga de S3,
Wanderley José de Melo, Arquimedes Lavorenti, Cimélio Bayer, Pedro Selbach, Erico Flores and Ladislau
Martin-Neto. The Brazilian group presently has around 100 active members and the expectation of the
organizers is a Meeting with at least 200 participants. On November 1997, as many as 150 scientists
attended the 2" Brazilian Meeting in the city of Sao Carlos, Central region of country. The 1% Brazilian
Meeting was organized in the city of Belém, Amazonian region, on October 1996.

Northeastern Seminar on Humic Substances IV, Boston, USA, March 22-24, 2000. Call for Papers. Oral
and poster papers on the structures, properties and uses of humic substances are invited. New work only,
please. The proceedings will be published. Registration limited to 120: US Residents $100. US students $50.
All others $75. Special nearby hotel rates available. Deadline for abstracts and registration December 30,
1999. For additional information please contact Dr. Elham Ghabbour, Barnett Institute, 341 Mugar Hall,
Northeastern University, Boston, MA 02115, USA. Phone: +1.617.373.7988; fax: +1.617.373.2855; e-mail
eghabbou@lynx.neu.edu; web: <www.barnett.neu.edu> under Current Events. Kindest regards, Geoff &
Elham.

10th International Meeting of the International Humic Substances Society, Toulouse, France, July 24-
28, 2000. IHSS 10 “Entering the Third Millenium with a common approach to Humic Substances and Organic
Matter in Water, Soil and Sediments”. The 10th conference of our Society will bring together scientists from
many fields, interested in not only humic substances but all organic matter. It therefore provides a forum for
multidisciplinary discussion between researchers working on topics as different as chemistry, geochemistry,
thermodynamics, agriculture and biology, water treatment, environment and health matters. The
mechanisms of formation of organic matter and humic substances, their characterisation, properties and
interactions with other components of their environment will all be covered, as well as the industrial
applications of humic substances. This 10th Conference of IHSS is being organised by the French chapter of
the IHSS. A keynote lecture will be given by Y. Tardy (ENSAT) during the opening session on the emerging
topic "Thermodynamics of humic substances and organic matter". The conference will take place over five
days, with four days of scientific programme and one day with a technical and cultural excursion. Conference
Secretariat : PROGEP - Florence FOUCAUD, "IHSS 10", 18, Chemin de la Loge, 31078 Toulouse Cedex 4
(France), Tel : +33 (0)5 62 25 23 80 - Fax : +33 (0)5 62 25 23 18, E-mail : Progep@ensigct.fr

ELECTIONS OF IHSS BOARD MEMBERS

Enclosed with this Newsletter is your official ballot for election of the new members of the IHSS Board of
Directors: Vice President - President Elect, Secretary, and a Board position.

The Nominating Committee has done an excellent job in selecting able and active
members of our Society as candidates for all offices. Please give your choices careful
consideration and exercise your privilege to vote.

When you have finished voting, return your ballot in an envelope indicating your name and affiliation on

the outside. Please do not sign your ballot. In order to be counted, your ballot must be sent to the President
of the IHSS and received on or before December 1, 1999.
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SUGGESTED IHSS BYLAWS CHANGES

Fellow IHSS Members:

At the last Board of Directors meeting, there was considerable discussion about needed and desired
changes to the Society’s By-Laws. Some of the changes are needed to clarify wording and some represent
procedural changes. Below are suggested changes with the underlined text being the current wording and
the bold text the suggested changes. Please indicate your vote by placing an “X” after either “Yes” or “No”.

When you have finished voting the 5 suggested changes, place them together with the election ballot in
an envelope indicating your name and affiliation on the outside. Please do not sign your ballots. In order to
be counted, your ballot must be sent to the President of the IHSS and received on or before December 1,
1999.

Suggested Change 1. OYes ONo

ARTICLE lll. MEMBERSHIP

Section 10. Application for membership, together with appropriate dues, shall be submitted to the
Treasurer and, upon favorable action of the Board of Directors, membership shall be granted.

Section 10. Application for regular and student membership, together with appropriate dues, shall
be submitted to the National/Regional Coordinator or Secretary and membership granted.
Applications for all other categories of membership should be sent to the Board of
Directors for consideration. The Board of Directors shall maintain the right to review and
approve or disapprove all membership applications.

Comment: This change is suggested to streamline the process of membership acceptance. The
Board meets only once per year and even with e-mail, Board approval of each individual
membership is tedious and unnecessary.

Suggested Change 2. OYes ONo

ARTICLE V. OFFICERS AND DUTIES

Section 3D. Under Treasurer's duties “...shall maintain accurate records thereof and of
disbursements made on voucher signed by the President and the person responsible for incurring
the expenditure.”

Section 3D. “... shall maintain accurate records thereof and of disbursements made on vouchers
signed by the person responsible for incurring the expenditure. In the event of questions
regarding the expenditure, the Treasurer will consult with the President before disbursing
funds.”

Comment: Practical experience has shown that the Treasurer is capable of making most
reimbursement decisions and is responsible to the Board for those decisions through his/her
annual report to the Board. In the case of a question on a reimbursement, the Treasurer consults
the President.




Suggested Change 3. OYes ONo

ARTICLE VI. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

Section 2. ... Within sixty (60) days after the date of mailing, the ballots should be returned to the
President. The ballots shall be opened and tabulated by the President in the presence of an
impartial observer chosen by the President. The candidates who received the highest number of
votes for each position will be declared duly elected by the President. The President shall forward
the names of the elected candidates to the Secretary, and the Secretary shall inform the
membership of those names. In the event of a tie, the retiring Board of Directors shall, by ballot,
select the winner.

Section 2. ... Within sixty (60) days after the date of mailing, the ballots should be returned to the
Chairman of the Nominating Committee. The ballots shall be opened and tabulated by the
Chairman of the Nominating Committee in the presence of at least one other member of the
Nominating Committee. If no other member of the Nominating Committee can be present,
the President will appoint an impartial observer. The Chairman of the Nominating
Committee will forward the names of the candidates who receive the highest number of
votes for each position to the President, who will declare those individuals duly, elected.
The President shall... .

Comment: The Board feels that having the Nominating Committee count ballots would be a more
impartial procedure than that outlined in the current By-Laws.

Suggested Change 4. OYes ONo

ARTICLE VIII. MEETINGS

Comment: Section 3. ARTICLE VIl. BOARD OF DIRECTORS deals with the scheduling of
meeting of the Board of Directors and should really be moved to this Article. The proposed change
would be to move Article VII. Section 3 to Article VIII. Section 3. This would also require that
Section 3 and Section 4 of this article become Section 4 and Section 5, respectively.

Suggested Change 5. OYes ONo

ARTICLE VIIl. MEETINGS

Section 3. (proposed). The Board of Directors shall meet on call of the President or upon written
request of four (4) Board members; it shall endeavor to hold at least one regular meeting during
each fiscal year. Outgoing and incoming officers shall be present at International Meetings to
insure continuity when the new officers subsequently assume their offices...

Section 3. (proposed). The Board of Directors shall meet immediately prior to the
International Meeting and at the call of the President or upon written request of four (4)
Board members.

Comment: The Board of Directors meeting prior to the International Meeting has been the practice
for some time and the Board feel that it should be a formal part of the By-Laws. Furthermore, the
deletion of the remaining text of the section is proposed because it is not always possible for all the
outgoing and incoming officers to be present at the International Meeting. Inclusion of this wording
would make questionable any actions taken without “all” of the incoming and outgoing officers.
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