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Dear members of the IHSS, dear colleagues and friends: 

It is my pleasure to send you the 65th Newsletter, and to share new information about 

recent and upcoming events and other important issues. 

We would like to thank Prof. Gudrun Abbt-Braun from EBI-Wasser Institute of KIT, 

Karlsruhe for her long-term service as Chapter Coordinator for Germany, and 

congratulate the new Chapter Coordinator, Dr. Otavio dos Anjos Leal from 

Forschungszentrum Jülich. At the same time, we are excited to announce the formation 

of a new IHSS Chapter for Slovakia.  

We would like to remind you that the 23rd IHSS meeting will be held on Aug 23 - 28, 

2026, in Brno, Czech Republic (https://www.ihss-iwa2026.com/). We would like to 

welcome all IHSS members to renew their membership and attend the IHSS2026 

meeting.  
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At this point we are glad to announce the Call for the travel Awards for 2026, which will 

provide the possibility to students participating our next 23rd IHSS meeting in Brno.   

IHSS has been always in favor of research and innovation towards the realization and 

scientific advancement of natural organic matter and humic substances. Therefore, this 

year we have the pleasure to announce eleven IHSS Training awardees and two IHSS 

YIRG winners.   

Dear IHSS friends, let us keep in contact to share news and important issues. I am 

looking forward to hearing from you and seeing you in Brno, Czech Republic. 

With kind regards,  

Yours sincerely, 

   

     Deborah P. Dick 

     President of the IHSS  
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IHSS Slovakian Chapter 
 

Dear IHSS Members, 

We are delighted to announce the formation of a new Slovakian Chapter for IHSS. We 
would like to congratulate the Slovakian members of IHSS for their work to deliver a new 
Chapter in the international family of IHSS. At this moment we would like to special thank 
the new IHSS Slovakian Chapter Coordinator Dr. Erika Balontayová and wish her all the 
best on her new endeavor. More information on the new Chapter and contact 
information for the Chapter Coordinator can be found online (https://humic-
substances.org/ihss-chapter-coordinators/).       

Marios Drosos 

          Secretary of the IHSS 

 

PAST MEETINGS 2025 
 

Polish Chapter (Inter)national Meeting (June 2-5, 2025) 

 

Humic Substances in Ecosystems (HSE) 12: Air-Land-Sea 

Pokrzywna, Opawskie Mountains 

 

The conference took place in Hotel Chrobry and demonstrated high-level works  

of 15 oral presentations and 36 posters.  

 

The Meeting was organized by the Polish IHSS Chapter, University of Wroclaw, 

and Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences. 

Invited speakers:  

Dr. Marios Drosos: Insights into the Soil Humeome. 

Dr. Deborah P. Dick: Soil Organic Matter in Tropical Biomes: C sequestration, 

humification and persistence. 
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French Chapter (Inter)national Meeting (October 29-31, 2025) 

 

 

The conference took place in Porquerolles and demonstrated high-level works  

of 17 oral presentations. 

 

Organizing committee:  

Stéphane Mounier, Marie-Noëlle Pons, Frédéric Théraulaz, Pascale Prudent,  

Florence Vouvé, Marawit Tesfa, Madi Abaker, and Frédéric Coppin.  

 
Invited speakers:  
Dr. Heike Knicker: How does biochar amendment affect soil biochemistry? 
Dr. Deborah P. Dick: Persistence of soil organic matter in subtropical and tropical 
environments. 
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The annual IHSS Board Meeting took place at the same place in Porquerolles 

on October 31-November 1, 2025.  
 
 

 
 
 
The IHSS Board of Directors are very pleased with the annual and/or bi-annual meetings 

of its individual Chapters. We would like to mention that the setup of such events is 

substantial for the scientific development of our Society. So, we are taking this chance 

to invite more National IHSS Chapter to follow the example of the Polish and French 

Chapter.  

Thank you all for your efforts and commitment to advance the natural organic 

matter research! 
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IHSS Training Awardees 2025  
 

The call for the IHSS Training Awards 2025 was announced in November 2024 on the 

IHSS webpage. Training awards enable students and young scientists to spend 1-3 

months in training/research at leading laboratories. 

 

After evaluation, 11 students were selected for a training award: 

 

    List of the IHSS Training Awardees 2025 (in alphabetical order) 

Surname, Name 
Home  

Country  

Host  

Country 

Award Code 

García de Castro Barragán, José María Spain Brazil IHSS-TRA-2025-01 

García Rodríguez, Álvaro Fernando Spain Japan IHSS-TRA-2025-02 

Gismero-Rodríguez, Laura Spain Germany IHSS-TRA-2025-03 

Górriz Nagore, Francisco Javier Spain Greece IHSS-TRA-2025-04 

Grabusiewicz, Agnieszka Ireland Poland IHSS-TRA-2025-05 

Moreno Racero, Francisco Jesús Spain Chile IHSS-TRA-2025-06 

Müllerová, Kristýna Czech Republic Spain IHSS-TRA-2025-07 

Pereira de Souza, Jéssica Brazil Germany IHSS-TRA-2025-08 

Santos, Dyessica Brazil Spain IHSS-TRA-2025-09 

Thammavongsa, Sounilan China Italy IHSS-TRA-2025-10 

Závodská, Petra Czech Republic Chile IHSS-TRA-2025-11 

We would like to congratulate all awardees for advancing the knowledge in humic 

substances and natural organic matter with their work.  

 

For more information visit: 

https://humic-substances.org/wp-content/uploads/Recipients-of-Training-Awards.pdf 

 

       Deborah P. Dick 

President of the IHSS 
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Young Investigator Research Grant (YIRG) 2025 Winners 
 

The call for the IHSS Young Investigator Grants was announced in November 2024 on 

the IHSS webpage. The committee consisted of Gudrun Abbt-Braun (chair), Maria De 

Nobili and Jerzy Weber. 

The committee received 5 applications which came from 3 countries:  

Brazil 1, Italy 1, and USA 3.  

In some cases, the applications were not clear and obvious whether they fulfilled 

the formal call’s needs, so the scientific committee had to go through additional internet 

check. It is essential that all applications must be self-explaining and have to contain all 

formal information in order to be eligible. So, we would point this to the future candidates 

and to thank the scientific committee for their extra effort.  

In the current call 1 application was estimated to be funded. However, two of the 

five proposals received similar rank and the scientific committee suggested to provide 2 

YIR-Grants this year if possible. The Board of Directors has agreed to this suggestion 

therefore we are happy to announce the YIRG 2025 winners: 

 

Dr. Beatrice Giannetta, from the Department of Agriculture, Food, Natural Resources 

& Engineering of the University of Foggia, Italy, with her proposal ‘Linking the Molecular 

Diversity and Environmental Stability of Humin to Climate Sensitivity in Upland and 

Redox-Dynamic Soils’. (Grant No.: IHSS-YIG-4-2025) 

Abstract 

Humin represents the most chemically recalcitrant and poorly characterized fraction of 

natural organic matter (NOM), yet it is hypothesized to play a central role in long-term 

soil organic carbon (SOC) stabilization. This project seeks to unravel the molecular 

structure, mineral interactions, and microbial associations of humin under contrasting 

environmental conditions, specifically, upland and redox-dynamic soils, to determine its 

vulnerability or resistance to climate-related stressors such as warming, hydrological 

shifts, and redox oscillations. This research is fundamentally original, launching a new 

direction beyond the applicant graduate and postdoctoral work. It will explore 

unanswered questions in the NOM field using non-destructive fractionation (SOF 

method), advanced molecular characterization (FTICR-MS, NMR), and simulated 

climate experiments, thereby establishing proof-of-concept for new methodologies and 
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mechanistic insights into humin persistence. As an independent investigator, the PI will 

lead this project while providing undergraduate and graduate trainees with hands-on 

experience in state-of-the-art soil and environmental chemistry. The project aligns fully 

with the IHSS mission to advance HS/NOM science and to cultivate the next generation 

of scientists through fundamental research and advanced education. The project will 

disseminate its findings through peer-reviewed publications, conference presentations, 

and stakeholder-targeted briefings, while supporting the PI transition to scientific 

independence and leadership in NOM– climate interaction research.  

 

Dr. Amy D. Holt, from the Department of Earth, Ocean & Atmospheric Science of 

Florida State University, Tallahassee, USA, with her proposal ‘The universal signature 

of Organic Matter persistence across the land-ocean continuum’.  

(Grant No.: IHSS-YIG-5-2025) 

Abstract 

Dissolved organic matter (DOM) is a key modulator of the global carbon cycle, and 

stable forms are a means of carbon sequestration for millennia. Yet, despite its 

importance, our understanding of molecular mechanisms underlying DOM stability is 

incomplete. The proposed research aims to identify the universal molecular signature of 

DOM persistence across the land-ocean continuum using cutting-edge 21 T ultrahigh 

resolution mass spectrometry. By exposing a suite of standard reference materials 

across terrestrial and aquatic environments to bio- and photodegradation, we will directly 

test whether a core set of molecular formulae are ubiquitous from land to ocean and 

consistently resist degradation, accumulating in the environment over time. Molecular-

level analyses will be used to trace compositional changes and link degradation 

processes to the emergence of persistent organic formulae. The resulting dataset will 

provide the highest resolution view to-date of DOM compositional stability, offering a 

transformative tool for tracking carbon persistence in inland waters and marine 

ecosystems. Ultimately, this will provide the community with much needed data to 

support studies and predictions of carbon sequestration and DOM fate under changing 

environmental conditions. 

  Deborah P. Dick 

President of the IHSS  
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

23rd Meeting of the IHSS 

 
Humic & NOM science & technology: current state and future perspectives 

 
Organized by the Czech chapter (Brno University of Technology) 

will be held 
 

in Brno, Czech Republic/Moravia: https://www.gotobrno.cz/en/ 
 

August 23-28, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The planned venue site is the OREA Congress Hotel Brno 

(https://www.orea.cz/en/hotel-congress) 

Registration is soon going to open. Please visit the site 

https://www.ihss-iwa2026.com/ 

https://www.gotobrno.cz/en/
https://www.orea.cz/en/hotel-congress
https://www.ihss-iwa2026.com/
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CALL FOR IHSS TRAVEL AWARDS 2026 

 

CALL FOR IHSS TRAVEL SUPPORT AWARD FOR THE 23rd IHSS MEETING (IHSS2026) 

Brno, Czech Republic, August 23-28, 2026 

Aim 

The aim of the IHSS Travel Support Award is to allow graduate students to present their 

work and participate in the 23rd International IHSS Meeting. Since IHSS began to 

support student travel to its meetings in 1996, 6 to 20 students per meeting have 

received Travel Support Awards. Those students represent universities from more than 

30 countries. A list of past recipients is maintained on the IHSS website 

(http://humicsubstances.org/wp-content/uploads/Recipients-of-Travel- Awards.pdf). 

Conditions 

IHSS Travel Support Awards will be granted only to graduate students, who are 

members of IHSS and have not previously received this award. Investigators who have 

completed their PhD degrees before submitting this application are not eligible. Priority 

is given to candidates whose supervisor is an active member of IHSS. The award covers 

the conference fee (including excursion and banquet). In addition, the recipients will 

receive a fixed stipend for accommodation, and other costs, and a fixed sum to cover 

travel costs (economy ticket). The IHSS Treasurer will make payment directly to the 

Conference Organizing Committee for the awardee’s conference fee, excursion and 

banquet. The stipend and the fixed sum for travel costs are refunded before the 

conference (receipts are required). Recipients of IHSS Travel Support Awards will be 

honoured at the conference banquet, where they will receive certificates and one‐ year 

memberships in IHSS. They have the possibility to present their research as oral and as 

poster presentation. 

Evaluation Process 

Applications will be evaluated and ranked by the IHSS Travel Support Award 

Committee, considering primarily the quality and originality of the scientific content of 

the manuscript and the applicant's record of scientific achievement. The application 
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should demonstrate that the student has had a major part in designing and conducting 

the research and wishes to pursue a career in a field in which humic substances science 

is important. The recipients of Travel Support Awards will be notified well in advance of 

the conference registration deadline. 

Malcolm Award 

The most outstanding applicant for a Travel Support Award, as determined by the IHSS 

Travel Support Award Committee, will also receive the Malcolm Award, which is given 

in memory of Dr. Ronald Malcolm – the first president of IHSS. The Malcolm Award 

includes a certificate and a check for 250 US$. 

How to apply 

An application for a Travel Support Award must include: 

1. The application form for IHSS Travel Support Awards 

(http://humicsubstances.org/awards/) (an example is available at http://humic-

substances.org/wpcontent/uploads/Travel-Award-example.pdf) 

2. A one‐page curriculum vitae (see the application form for details) 

3. A letter of recommendation from the applicant's supervisor 

4. An abstract of the paper to be presented (maximum of 2 pages) 

5. An itinerary and estimate of travel costs to attend the meeting (short table for the travel 

schedule, and copies from a travel/airline website or travel agency). 

The entire application must be submitted as a single pdf-file by December 31st, 2025 to 

the Vice-President of IHSS: Dr. Heike Knicker (heknicker@ig.csic.es) with a copy to 

the IHSS Secretary: Dr. Marios Drosos (marios.drosos@unibas.it). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://humic-substances.org/wpcontent/uploads/Travel-Award-example.pdf
http://humic-substances.org/wpcontent/uploads/Travel-Award-example.pdf
mailto:heknicker@ig.csic.es
mailto:marios.drosos@unibas.it
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CALL FOR IHSS MEMBERSHIP AWARD 2026 

 

Coordinators of Regional and National Chapters demonstrating increasing 

membership numbers for two or more years are encouraged to apply for 

consideration of an award of one registration fee that can be awarded to one 

member from their chapter to attend the next international IHSS meeting. 

Applications shall be sent to the IHSS president Deborah P. Dick 

(deborah.dick@ufrgs.br) and in copy to the secretary Marios Drosos 

(marios.drosos@unibas.it).    

The applicant should provide a description of activities resulting in the increased 

membership. The decision will be made by the Board of Directors. 

IHSS SPONSORSHIP FOR SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS 

 

All members are encouraged to apply for IHSS sponsorship of scientific meetings. The 

respective guidelines are published on the webpage: 

http://humic-substances.org/apply-for-ihss-sponsorship-of-a-conference/ 

UPCOMING IHSS ELECTIONS 2026 NOTIFICATION 

 

 

At this point we would like to announce the Upcoming Elections of 2026 for the positions 

of Vice President and Board Member. More information will be soon announced in the 

news section of our website (https://humic-substances.org/articles/news/). We would 

like given this opportunity to remind you to renew your IHSS subscriptions for 2026. Only 

members with active subscriptions will be eligible to vote.  

 

mailto:deborah.dick@ufrgs.br
mailto:marios.drosos@unibas.it
http://humic-substances.org/apply-for-ihss-sponsorship-of-a-conference/
https://humic-substances.org/articles/news/
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